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To  the  First  Congregational'  Church  and  Society  of  St.  Alban&  •• 

The  undersigned,  your  Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  Installation^ 
wishing  to  perpetuate  the  instructions  and  counsels  so  affectionately  given  upon* 
that  occasion,  and  having  been  kindly  furnished  with  the  several  manuscripts,  have- 
here   embraced   them   in  a  pamphlet,   which  they  respectfully   inscribe   to  you. 

Trusting    that     this    publication    may    tend    to    keep    alive,   in    our    Pastor    and 
ourselves,   a  just  sense   of  the  sacred   privileges   and   obligations  of  the   new   relation ;.; 
and    tendering    our    thanks    to    the    r-ecent    Council    for     their    many     expressions   ofc" 
Christian  courtesy  and  sympathy, 

We  subscribe  ourselves, 

Yours  truly, 

E.  B.  WHITING,} 

C.  B.   SWIFT,        VCom.  of,  Church. 

CHAS.   WYMAN,  ) 


G.  H.  FARRAR^   ) 

F.  DUTCHER,       S-  Com.,  of  Society 

H.  M.  STEVENS,,) 
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INSTALLATION   SERMON, 

BY    REV.    HENRY    WILKESj    D.    D.,    OF   MONTREAL,    C.    E. 


Recent  bereavements  in  this  church  and  community  naturally 

suggest,  on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  those  aspects  of  our  holy 

religion  which  relate  to  the  inner  life,  and  which  point  us  forward 

to  the  future  and  eternal.     Death  hath  been  busy  here  among  the 

ministers  of  the  sanctuary.     One  who  was  from  twenty  to  thirty 

years  your  faithful  and  able  pastor,,  has  been  within  a  short  period 

called  to  his  rest  from  among  you,  though  not  at  Ins  decease  in 

the  pastorate.     And  more  recently  a  younger  brother  in  the  Lord 

and  in  the  ministry,  who  had  but  just  entered   into  this  sacred 

relation  with  you,  has  been  summoned  home.     They  both  being 

dead,  yet  speak ,  and  it  seems  fitting  that  we  should  keep  such. 

speaking  in  view,  as  we  have  assembled  to  introduce  our  young 

brother  into  the  sacred  office,  once  occupied  by  them.     I  would, 

therefore,    invite   you   to   consider   the   words  of  the   Apostle, 

recorded   in 

2  Corinthians,  t:  4-.  "For  we- that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  hardened  y  not 
for  that  we  would  be  unclothed,,  but  clothed  upon,,  that  mortality  might  be  swallowed 
up  of  life."' 

Climbing  up  from  the  scenes  of  earthly  toil  and  ambition,  to 
this  mountain  of  the  Lord,  where  faith  and  hope  have  their  chosen 
abode,  one  is  conscious  of  entering  a  new  moral  atmosphere,  and 
of  contact  with  something  truly  great  and  ennobling.  There  is 
here  speciality  of  thinking  and  of  feeling,,  in  which  the  spirit  of 
the  world  has  no  sympathy.  The  theme  is  one  from  which  it 
intuitively  shrinks..  Which  of  the  men  or  the  women  who 
worship  the  present  and  its  god  mammon,  could  be  brought  to- 
understand  the   desire  to  be  clothed  upon  with  a  house  which  is 


4 

from  Heaven,  and  to  nave  mortality  swallowed  up  of  life  *?  Dread 
of  death,  love  of  life,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  things  of  this  world, 
are  comprehended — these  things  they  can  appreciate;  but  such 
sentiments  as  those  contained  in  our  text  and  preceding  context, 
are  enigmas  and  riddles  with  which  they  have  no  desire  to 
intermeddle.  And  yet  how  sad  this  is !  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  present  is  so  uncertain,  the  tenure  by  which  we  hold  its 
enjoyments  so  fragile,  and  the  bearing  of  the  whole  upon  eternity 
so  direct  and  momentous,  it  is  matter  for  weeping  and  lamentation 
that  such  multitudes  treat  these  great  themes  with  a  neglect  so 
total.  Mournful,  most  mournful  is  it,  that  such  a  sentiment  as 
the  text,  falls  upon  their  ear  with  startling  dissonance,  as  entirely 
out  of  harmony  with  the  current  of  their  thinking  and  with  their 
prevailing  tastes. 

This  must  not  deter  us,  however,  from  giving  ourselves  up  to 
the  influence  of  a  thought  so  spiritual  and  ennobling  as  that  before 
us.  Let  us  seek  to  shake  ourselves  free  from  worlclliness  of 
spirit,  and  to  enter  into  this  sanctuary  of  faith.  Let  us  pray  for 
grace  to  sympathise,  with  the  inspired  writer  of  so  elevating  a 
sentiment  as  this :  "  For  we  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan, 
being  burdened;  not  for  that  we  would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed 
upon,  that  mortality  might  be  swallowed  up  of  life."  It  suggests 
and  presents, — 

I.  A  MASKED  DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  THE  PERISHABLE  TENEMENT 
AND  THE  IMMORTAL  TENANT, ITS  OCCUPANT* 

The  doctrine  of  Scripture  on  any  subject  is  frequently 
determined  with  more  force  by  incidental  allusion,  than  by  direct 
statement  and  definition,  very  much  as  we  often  learn  the  truth 
of  a  narrative  or  declaration  more  from  indirect  evidence  that  the 
speaker  is  dealing  with  a  reality  of  which  he  has  perfect 
knowledge,  than  from  any  direct  proof  he  may  adduce.  For 
example,  the  plain  statements  of  our  Lord's  divinity  are  numerous 
in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  ;  and  yet  for  every  proof- 
text,  Soeinianism  has  its  gloss,  its  criticism,  or  its  quibble,  so  that 
the  controversy  is  maintained.  But  let  any  one  render  himself 
devoutly  familiar  with  the  Sacred  Writings,  particularly  of  the 
New  Testament,  and  lie  cannot  fail  to  sympathise  with  one  who 
lias   said, — "if  Christ   did  not  deem   himself  God,  and  if  his 


Apostles  did  not  believe  him  to  be  so,  then  both  he  and  they  used 
most  infelicitous  words  and  allusions,  for  never  did  any  one  speak, 
nor  did  any  persons  ever  write,  so  much  like  people  who  thus 
believed.  They  certainly  said  and  did  all  they  could  to  induce 
this  belief."  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  existence  and 
personality  of  the  Devil.  That  Christ  and  his  Apostles  believed 
this,  not  as  a  myth,  or  a  figure  for  poetry,  but  as  a  reality,  is 
perfectly  plain  from  their  incidental  and  frequent  allusions. 
Unless  they  did  so,  one  is  left  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
the  most  unfortunate  of  teachers  in  conveying  a  wrong  impression, 
for  they  have  certainly  seemed  to  men  in  all  ages  to  teach  this 
fact,  as  a  fact,  that  Satan  is  a  living  personality. 

And  who,  unless  he  believed  and  taught  the  marked  distinction 
between  the  soul  and  the  body,  could  have  written  these 
sentences  1  We  have  no  direct  statement  against  materialism, 
nor  is  it  formally  said  that  the  soul  is  spiritual,  and  that  the  body 
is  material ;  but  we  have  in  this  confession  of  faith  of  the  church, 
incidental  proof  that  such  was  Apostolic  thinking  and  teaching, 
and  that  such  was  the  assured  conviction  of  primitive  Christianity. 
Read  carefully  the  first  verse.  "  For  we  know" — "  we,"  not 
Apostles  merely,  but  we  Christians  universally  —  it  is  a  part  of 
our  most  sure  belief- — yea,  knowledge  —  "that  if  our  earthly 
house  of  tabernacle  were  dissolved "—  our  house :  how  distinct 
the  being  from  the  house;  the  dweller  from  the  tent — "we  have 
a  building  of  God,"  &c.  However  glorious  that  building  of  God, 
it  is  still  distinct  from,  and  subordinate  unto  the  we  who  have  it. 
And  so  our  text, —  We  are  in  the  tabernacle.  We  groan, -as 
burdened  with  the  evils  incident  to  our  tabernacle  habitation. 
The  same  we  have  no  special  desire  to  be  unclothed,  but  rather 
to  be  clothed  upon.  And  the  same  we  would  have  our  mortality 
swallowed  up  of  life. 

There  is  no  despite  done  to  the  body  in  any  part  of  the 
sentiment.  Tabernacle  it  is,  and  not  a  fixed  habitation  ;  but  like 
the  Jewish  Tabernacle  in  the  wilderness  and  in  Canaan,-  it  is  built 
-and  adorned  for  order  and  beauty.  It  is  a  wonderful  structure, 
presenting  in  all  its  parts  indications  of  the  consummate  skill  of 
its  Almighty  Maker.  Nor  does  its  spiritual  occupant  contemn 
it.  Christianity  does  not  teach  him  aught  of  disrespect  or  neglect 
of  the  body.     It  is  superstition,  and  not  the  religion  of  Jesus 
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Christ,  that  subjects  it  to  self-imposed  injuries  and  tortures. 
Death  in  itself,  is  undesirable.  "  Not  for  that  we  would  be 
unclothed."  The  decay  and  prostration  of  this  body — the  taking 
down  of  this  tabernacle  —  cannot  be  contemplated  in  itself  with 
pleasure.     It  temporarily  degrades  a  noble  and  beautiful   edifice. 

Besides,  there  are  elements  of  the  body  which  are  doubtless 
immortal.  Its  form,  and  structure,  and  expression,  are  different 
things  from  the  physical  materials  of  which  it  is  composed. 
Those  material  elements  may  be  utterly  changed,  and  yet  these 
may  remain  the  same.  It  would  seem  from  the  Apostle's 
statement,  that  the  immortal  tenant  has  a  vehicle  of  some  sort  in 
which  it  dwells  after  the  tabernacle  Is  taken  down.  It  is  clothed 
upon,  whenever  the  earthly  house  is  dissolved.  Doubtless  the 
form,  the  structure,  the  expression,  remain  in  this  new  habitation, 
rendering  each  one  cognizable  by  his  fellow.  The  Apostle  affords 
us  only  a  hint,  and  we  have  no  means  of  adding  to  it,  with  any 
approach  to  certainty.  Still  the  probability  of  form,  structure, 
and  expression  remaining,  is  assuredly  great.  And  this  fact  is 
honorable  to  the  body.  And  so  is  the  further  assurance  of  a 
resurrection  of  the  body.  Though  sown  at  death  in  corruption, 
it  shall  be  raised  in  incorruption.  Though  sown  in  weakness,  it 
shall  be  raised  in  power.  Though  sown  an  animal  body,  it  shall 
be  raised  a  spiritual  body.  It  is  in  some  sense  the  same  body. 
The  elements  that  are  immortal  remain.  It  is  no  longer  flesh 
and  blood,  for  these  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom.  It  is  a  spiritual 
body,  like  unto  Christ's  glorified  body.  The  form,  structure, 
expression,  the  same — easily  cognizable  and  identified  both  by 
self  and  by  others,  with  all  the  details  of  a  past  history,  the 
tenement  of  the  same  tenant ;  yet  henceforth  imperishable  — 
glorious  !  We  repeat,  then,  that  no  slur  is  cast  upon  the  body. 
It  is  precious  in  the  estimate  of  the  Lord.  It  is  to  be  regarded 
with  a  species  of  veneration,  as  a  distinguished  piece  of  divine 
workmanship,  and  as  destined  to  great  elevation  in  a  future 
eternity. 

Still,  great  and  wonderful  as  it  is,  the  house  is  not  the 
inhabitant  —  the  tent  is  not  the  dweller  therein.  Higher  far  is 
that  being  which  is  all  immortal  Here  is  no  decay — no  change 
of  materials  —  the  same  immortal  spirit  forever.  And  we  may 
receive  some  impression  of  the  greatness  of  the  soul's  capability 
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and  destiny,  from  the  fact  that  it  can  thus  exchange  habitations 
and  pass  through  such  changes,  unharmed.  The  bitter  pains  of 
death  that  often  rack  fearfully  the  tabernacle,  do  not  harm  the 
tenant ;  and  when  the  tent  at  length  falls,  he  rises  from  the  ruin 
unscathed,  to  be  clothed  upon  with  something  else  ;  and  then  in 
the  distant  future  the  body  which  had  been  so  long  deserted  shall 
rise  again,  and  there  shall  be  another  clothing  upon ;  still  amid 
all  these  changes  the  soul  calmly  advances  in  her  course, 
undisturbed  and  uninjured. 

The  text  suggests  and  presents  to  view  that, — 

II.     The    tabernacle    state    is    one  of  burden  and  groan- 
ing. 

"  For  we  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened." 
It  is  not  said  that  the  state  is  all  one  of  groans  and  burdens. 
Some  persons  appear  disposed  to  make  it  so,  for  they  are  ever 
dissatisfied  and  unhappy  —  their  life  appears  to  be  a  continual 
burden,  and  certainly,  groaning  has  become  as  a  habit  so 
confirmed,  that  their  lives  may  be  called  groaning  ones.  But 
apart  from  this  weakness  and  folly,  if  not  wickedness,  and 
believing  that  we  were  made  to  be  happy  even  in  this  world, 
there  remains  a  large  margin  to  be  covered  with  characters  of 
mourning,  lamentation  and  woe. 

1.      The    tabernacle    itself   often    inflicts    suffering    upon    its 
inhabitant. 

The  links  of  connection  are  so  numerous,  minute,  and  ramified, 
between  the  body  and  the  soul,  that  the  disorders  and  pains  of 
the  former  affect  the  latter  ;  and  the  sufferings  which  are  mental, 
derange  the  body,  and  thus  react  in  the  way  of  suffering  upon  the 
soul,  where  all  suffering  really  exists.     This  bare  hint  is  sufficient 
to  indicate  to  a  thoughtful   spirit,  the  innumerable  burdens  and 
groans  which,  in  the  course  of  a  lifetime,  are  the  result  of  the 
connection  of  mind  with  body,  and  body  with  mind.     When  we 
think  of  the  physical  sorrows  which  some  endure,  the  propriety 
of  the  expression  in  the  text  becomes  most  striking :  they  "  groan, 
being  burdened."     And   even  where  the  amount  of  suffering  is 
less,  there  is  enough  of  it  to  justify  the  application  to  our  life  in 
the  flesh,  of  these  terms  of  sorrow. 
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2.  The  Apostle's  reference  is  not  to  bodily  pain  merely,  or 
chiefly,  but  to  all  the  ills  connected  with  our  present  mortal  state. 

They  all  arise  from  sin,  and  form  no  part  of  the  original 
constitution  of  things.  Yet  are  they  none  the  less  real  or 
grievous.  Think  of  domestic  trials  —  our  bereavements,  so 
lacerating  to  the  heart ;  loved  ones  whom  we  cannot  spare,  cut 
down  and  taken  from  our  grasp  :  —  our  disappointments  ;  children 
of  whom  we  had  expected  much,  becoming  wayward,  obstinate, 
determined  on  wrong-doing.  Plans  from  which  we  had  looked 
for  no  little  happiness,  utterly  frustrated  in  a  moment,  by  means 
wholly  unlooked  for.  Our  losses.  Property  for  which  we  have 
toiled  hard,  melting  away  either  by  the  duplicity  of  others  or  by 
the  untowardness  of  "the  times.  Our  cares.  Multiplying  day  by 
day,  with  decreasing  means  of  meeting  their  claims,  and 
diminished  power  to  sustain  their  responsibility.  Think  of  the 
burden  of  indwelling  sin.  The  awakened  conscience  declares  the 
wrong,  and  purposes  amendment ;  but  efforts  fail  and  sin  becomes 
victor.  Self-examination  detects  what  can  only  be  contemplated 
amid  groans  and  self-abasement :  so  much  evil  remains  within. 
Think  of  the  progress  of  evil  in  the  world.  Despotism  makes 
conquests,  and  tramples  out,  amid  carnage  and  cruelty,  the  rising 
liberties  of  nations.  The  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet  bewitch 
the  kings  and  governments  of  the  earth,  and  make  war  with  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High  God.  Plans  of  usefulness  languish  or 
are  frustrated,  while  those  of  the  Man  of  Sin  are  prosecuted  with 
untiring  energy,  and  bid  fair  to  be  crowned  with  success. 

We  can  only  suggest  hints,  but  they  are  enough  to  illustrate 
and  confirm  the  representation,  "  For  we  that  are  in  this  taberna- 
cle do  groan,  being  burdened." 

III.  Still,  legitimate  desire  does  not  take  the  form  of  wishing 
death,  it  rather  desires  what  is  beyond — Life!  "Not  for  that 
we  would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon."  This  is  to  be  noted 
with  special  emphasis  as  affording  a  reply  to  the  taunt  that 
religion  is  a  good  thing  to  die  with,  but  wholly  unfit  to  live  with. 
There  might  be  some  semblance  of  ground  for  such  a  charge  if  it 
taught  men  to  covet  death  rather  than  life ;  but  this  is  not  the 
fact.  "  Not  that  we  would  be  unclothed."  Death  is  described 
in  Scripture  as  an  enemy,  and  all  the  incidental  allusions  to  it 
present  the  same  aspect  of  repulsiveness.     When  Hezekiah  was 
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told  that  he  must  die,  he  lay  and  wept  before  the  Lord,  and 
cried  unto  him  for  a  reprieve.  David  also  cried,  "  O  my  God, 
take  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  my  days."  Let  no  one 
therefore  deem  it  an  unfavorable  spiritual  symptom  that  he 
loves  life,  and  desires  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  hour  of 
death. 

But    surely    it   is    compatible  with  this  state  of  mind,  to  be 
filled  with  bright  anticipations  of  the  glory  beyond  death  and 
the  grave.     One  may  naturally  cling  to  life,  yet  love  to  think 
of  the  blessed  "  clothing  upon  "  which  lies  beyond  death.     One 
may    cherish   the    present,    and   yet    be   often   absorbed   in  the 
contemplation  of  those  scenes  of  glory  and   blessedness  which 
shall  fill  up  the  future.     This  being  "  clothed  upon  "  is  superla- 
tive good.     It  undoubtedly  includes  the  robe  of  the  Redeemer's 
righteousness.      In  a  previous  verse  the  Apostle  speaks  of  not 
being    found  naked,    by  which  he  obviously  means  not  a  state 
without    a   body,   but    a    moral    and    spiritual    state    nakedly 
exposed    to    the    curse    of    God's    righteous    law.       The    first 
"  clothing  upon ''    which    every   sinner  needs  in  order  to  salva- 
tion,   is    the    robe  of  Christ's   vicarious    righteousness.     Unless 
covered    with    this    perfect    shelter,    he    lies    exposed    to    the 
infliction  of  legal    penalty,    and  to    all  the  consequences  of  his 
transgression.     The  main  idea  of  the  text  however,  is  a  clothing 
of  light   and   bliss,  with  which  the  ransomed  spirit  is  adorned 
when   it  drops    its    covering  of  clay.     In    the    Apocalypse    are 
visions  of  the  company  of  the  blessed  in  Heaven,  all  clothed 
in  white;  robes,  wearing  crowns  as  kings  and  priests  unto  God, 
and  with  golden  harps  in  hand  worshipping  Him  who  sits  upon 
the  throne  and  the  Lamb.      The  redeemed  and  renovated  soul 
now  freed  from  the  curse  and    the,    power  of  sin,    dwells,  in  a 
worthy  habitation,  that  partakes  of  its  own  purity  and  reflects 
its  glory.     It  is  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Christ,  which  'is  far 
better.     It  is  to  be  present  with  the   Lord    when    absent  from 
the  body ;  to  bask  in  the  noontide  splendor  of  his  beams,  and 
to  reflect  in   every  part  of  one's    being    the    brightness    of  his 
glory.     Let    the    mind    he    filled    with    this    scene,    and  it  will 
earnestly  desire  to  be   clothed    upon    with    its   house    which  is 
from     heaven.      Let     it     have    right    apprehensions    of    what    is 
included    in    this    being    clothed    upon,    and    it    will    rise  in  its 
aspirations  to  full  communion  with  God. 


10 

The  text  finally  suggests  and  presents, — 

IV.     The    absorption    of    the    present    in    the    glorious 

FUTURE. 

"That  mortality  might  be  swallowed  up  of  life."  We 
understand  by  "  mortality  "  all  that  is  temporary,  and  uncertain, 
and  painful,  and  evil,  in  this  present  life.  Whatever  is  of  the 
nature  of  a  burden,  and  whatever  induces  groaning.  Elsewhere 
we  read  that  "death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  victory."  His 
whole  dominion  shall  be  done  away,  absorbed,  when  the  Mighty 
Conqueror  shall  place  his  triumphant  foot  upon  him  and  crush 
him,  fulfilling  the  prediction  —  "death,  the  last  enemy,  shall  be 
destroyed."  But  there  is  more  than  that  here.  All  that  is 
dark,  and  dreary,  and  evil,  in  our  mortal  state,  shall  be 
swallowed  up  of  life.  The  blessed,  eternal  life  shall  absorb  it. 
These  things  shall  go  out  of  being,  lost  in  the  peace  and  bliss 
of  everlasting  life.  Hence  we  read  that  they  shall  "  hunger  no 
more,  neither  thirst  any  more,"  &c.  Also  that  there  shall  be 
no  more,  death,  neither  sickness,  nor  any  more  pain,  for  the 
former  things  are  passed  away.  It  is  rest,  not  of  idleness  or 
inactivity,  but  from  all  that  can  annoy  or  distress.  It  is  a 
dwelling  in  our  Father's  house  of  many  mansions,  from  which 
all  sin  and  sorrow  are  forever  excluded.  It  is  a  swallowing 
up  of  this  mixed  present,  in  the  unmixed  glory  and  purity  of 
everlasting  life. 

Such  was  the  faith  and  such  the  hope  and  desire  of  Apostolic- 
Christianity  ;;  and  that  was  most  mighty  in  its  influence  on  its 
subjects  and  in  its  effects  and  successes  as  an  agency  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world.  We  need  a  great  revival  of  this  faith, 
hope,  and  desire,  in  order  that  we  may  stand  more  on  the 
spiritual  and  eternal,  and  view  all  things  from  that  stand-point. 
We  need  therefore  specially  the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  gracious 
office  work  it  is,  to  take  of  the  things  of,  Christ  and  reveal 
them  to  our  souls.  Brethren,  copious  measures  of  the  Holy 
Spirits  influence  would  lift  up  our  souls  out  of  this  formalism 
in  religion,  and  of  worldliness  of  desire  and  of  temper,  in 
which  we  are  so-  sadly  sunk :  for  it  is  as  we  are  really  familiar 
with  these  hopes  and  desires,  and  as  they  are  our  own,  that 
we  view  things  In  their  true  relative  position.  If  we  would 
have    mortality   swallowed    up  of   life,  then   we  cannot  make 
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mortality  our  chief  good,    the   home  of  our    desires  and  affec- 
tions. 

Moreover,  it  is  by  becoming  filled  with  these  truths,  and 
the  hopes  and  desires  arising  out  of  them,  that  we  reach  higher 
conceptions  of  the  love  of  Christ.  We  see  more  and  more 
what  He  has  done  for  us,  of  whom  the  Christian  speaks  when 
he  says,  "who  loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me."  It  is  to 
his  vicarious  work  that  we  are  indebted  for  these  hopes. 

"These  glorious  nopes  we  owe 
To  Jesus'5  dying  love.'" 

Still  further,  would  the  communication  of  the  Holy  Spirit's 
influences  in  filling  our  minds  and  heaarts  with  this  theme,  set 
us  more  zealously  at  work  for  human  evangelization.  It  is 
from  this  stand-point  that  we  discover  what  men  are  capable 
of,  and  what  they  lose  if  they  are  not  saved.  Our  children, 
our  neighbors,  our  fellow  men  everywhere,  are  susceptible  of 
this  transformation.  This  wrong,  sinning,  sorrowing  world 
may,  in  respect  of  them,  be  swallowed  up  of  life.  They  may 
be  pardoned,  sanctified,  and  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light.  The  least  hopeful  of  them  may  be  so 
blessed  And  they  lose  all  this  if  they  continue  out  of  Christ, 
lovers  of  this  present  world.  They  live  without  God  and 
without  hope — they  die  unprepared  to  meet  their  Judge  — 
and  they  are  lost  forever — forever  lost!  Oh  what  a  loss! 
how  terrible  this  catastrophe !  We  are  horrified  by  the  recital 
of  casualties  by  which  our  fellow  men  are  hurried  into  eternity 
amid  the  shrieks  of  the  "dying  and  the  groans  of  the  wounded. 
But  what  are  scenes  like  these  to  that  of  the  eternal  ruin  of 
.a  soul!  —  Its  banishment  forever  from  hope!  Surely  it  befits 
us  ail  to  awake  and  cry  aloud. 

And  let  us  remember  that  it  is  the  love  of  Christ  objectively 
that  really  constrains  us !  We  can  only  be  qualified  for  our 
work  as  agents  of  the  Master,  by  being  filled  with  right  views  of 
his  love,  and  being  constrained  by  them. 


CHARGE  TO  THE  PASTOR, 


BY    REV.      ANDREW     RANKIN,     OF     CHESTER,     VT. 


It  is  with  no  ordinary  degree  of  joy  and  of  gratitude  to  the  sa- 
cred Trinity — the  glorious  Author  of  your  being,  and  of  all  your 
gifts  and  graces,  your  qualities  of  mind  and  heart — that  I  experi- 
ence in  you,  my  son,  so  gratifying  a  realization  of  the  fruits  of 
that  parental  faith  in  the  covenant  of  Abraham's  God,  which  at  the 
baptismal  font,  consecrated  you  to  Christ  and  his  church,  long  be- 
fore your  infant  voice  had  learned  to  articulate  the  name  of  your 
Lord  and  Redeemer.  With  similar  emotions,  I  witness  in 
your  intellectual  and  moral  elements,  in  your  culture  and  attain- 
ments, and  in  your  symmetry  of  character  as  a  man,  a  christian, 
and  an  embassador  of  Christ,  such  desirable  and  promising  re- 
sults of  your  educational  toil,  training,  and  discipline — and  that  I 
discover  before  you  such  opening  prospects  of  usefulness  and  hap- 
piness in  time,  and  of  blessedness  and  glory  in  eternity.  And 
these  joyful  and  grateful  emotions  are  not  a  little  enhanced  by 
the  privilege  of  addressing  you  in  the  capacity  of  the  organ  of  an 
Eclesiastical  Council,  as  a  young  man  whom  the  Lord  has  count- 
ed faithful  by  putting  him  into  the  ministry,  and  whom  an  intelli- 
gent, evangelical  and  religiously  educated  people  ha  vTe  unanimous- 
ly chosen  as  their  religious  teacher  and  spiritual  guide.  Such  a 
consummation  of  the  desires,  purposes  and  hopes  of  parental  love, 
prayer  and  labor,  is  sufficient  to  fill  an  angel's  heart  with  joy  and 
gladness. 

But  my  son,  while  you  are  on  a  probationary  race  for  the  prize 
of  your  high  calling,  and  still  in  conflict  for  the  victory,  unquali- 
fied rejoicing  and  exultation  would  be  premature  and  unseemly. 
The  incessant  and  earnest  strife  for  the  mastery,  the  girding  for 
the  conflict,  and  the  constant  labor  and  perils  of  the  warfare    de- 
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manci,  and  should  principally  engross  our  present  attention. 
Your  armor  is  yet  to  be  worn,  your  arduous  work  is  to  be  done, 
and  the  final  and  triumphant  approval  of  your  Lord  and  Judge  is 
yet  to  be  secured. 

Therefore,  learn  more  perfectly  from  the  Scriptures,  what  Christ 
would  have  you  be,  and  what  he  would  have  do,  as  a  laborer   to- 
gether with  Gocl — as  a  minister  of  the  Word  and  of  righteousness 
— as  a  messenger  of  the  Lord,  an  overseer  of  Christ's  Kingdom,    a 
_  ruler  of  the  church,  a  servant  of  God  for  Jesus'  sake,  a   shep- 
herd, a  watchman  and  a  faithful   steward— in  every  capacity   and 
relation  as   a   man,  a  christian  and  a  minister   of  Jesus    Christ. 
You  may  see  from  the  sacred  nature  of  your  work — from  God's 
plan  of  adapting  means    to  ends — from    your   acquaintance  with 
the  Scriptures,  and  the  history  of  the  church,  and  from  the  numer- 
ous models  of  christian  and  ministerial  excellence  in  the  lives    of 
eminent  men  of  God  in  past  and  present   times — of  prophets  and 
apostles,  and  from  the  example  of  the  Son  of  God   himself,  what 
you  should  be.     Amid  such  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  in  view  of  such 
Divine  instruction  of  precept  and  example,  you  should  not  err  up- 
on this  cardinal  point.     Your  whole  duty    here  is    comprised    in 
these  short  precepts  :       "Be   filled   with  the   Spirit."     "Let  the 
same  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus."     As  near 
as  finite  capacity  will  permit,  aim  to  imitate  the  intellectual  and 
moral  qualities  of  the  Man  Cbrist  Jesus.     If  the  glorified  spirit 
before  the  throne  of  God  should  do  this,  so  should  he  who  minis- 
ters at  the  altar  upon  earth.     For  the  sacred  relations   and    im- 
perious obligations  of  the  service  required,  are  the  same  in  both 
worlds.     Aim,  therefore,  to  come  up  fully  to  this  high  standard, 
as  a  follower  of  your  Lord,  as  a  man  true  to  your  oath  of  coven- 
ant, and  faithful  to  Christ.     This  assimilation  to  God's  character 
will  create  in  you  a  lively   sympathy  with  the    divine  nature  and 
will — will  give  you  supreme  devotion  to  the  divine  glory,  and   a 
love  for,  and  an  apt  and  quick  preception  of  the  truth — an  eager- 
ness and  yearning  of  bowels  to  labor  and  make  sacrifices  for  the 
salvation  of  the  soul,  and  a  strong  and  increasing    desire  to  spend 
and  be  spent  for  Christ,  and  for  the  extension  of  his  reign   over 
men.     It  will  impart  a  fitness,  a  life,  a  beauty,  an  attractiveness, 
a  charm,  and  elevation,  a  dignity,  an  authority  even,  to  the  charac- 
ter of  your  ministry — it  will  invest  your   services  of  prayer  and 
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preaching  with  holy  miction — it  will  give  you  influence  with  men, 
and  power  with  God.  "If  any  man  doeth  his  will,  him  he  hear- 
eth."  Endeavor  to  exemplify  Habbakuk's  confidence  in  God — 
the  faithfulness  of  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah — the  aimableness  and  affeo 
tionateness  of  John — the  meekness  and  docility  of  Moses — Peter's 
promptness  and  zeal — Paul's  fortitude,  and  boldness  and  decision, 
— Stephen's  firmness  and  calmness  amid  persecutions  and  trials, 
and  the  Psalmist's  disposition  always  to  bless  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness  and  grace.  And  would  you  be  exempt  from  the  fruits 
of  the  flesh,  and  constantly  bear  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  would 
you  always  walk  as  Christ  also  walked,  struggle  to  be  like  him  in 
mind  and  heart.  Be  filled  with  his  truth,  and  conformed  to  his 
holiness.  This  is  the  first  duty  enjoined  by  the  Divine  command : 
"Take  heed  to  thyself !"  It  is  fundamental  both  in  ministerial 
excellence  and  usefulness.  It  is  first  making  the  tree  good.  It  is 
purifying  the  fountain.  It  is  laying  broad  and  deep  the  founda- 
tion of  you  superstructure.  It  will  cause  your  light  to  shine  to 
the  glory  of  God.  It  will  make  you  a  living  epistle,  and  your 
life  a  perpetual  sermon.  It  will  make  you  a  ornament  and 
blessing  to  the  church,  and  a  rebuke  and  a  terror  to  her  enemies. 
Therefore  my  son,  strive  to  be  what  Christ  would  have  you  to  be. 
Be  not  less  scrupulous  and  exact  in  doing  whatever  your  Lord 
and  Master  exacts  of  you.  This  is  a  broad  and  comprehensive 
charge — covering  your  mind,  heart,  tongue,  all  your  powers  and 
capabilities  of  body  and  soul — your  entire  life,  in  every  particular 
of  station,  relation  and  ramification.  Obey  Christ  in  all  things. 
No  sooner  violate  his  will  on  one  point  than  on  another.  Con- 
form to  that  blessed  will  to  the  least  iota,  as  cheerfully  and  pre- 
cisely in  one  respect  as  in  another.  Make  no  selection  from  the 
divine  code  of  the  command  which  you  will  obey  in  preference  to 
other  commands.  But  whatever  Christ  commands,  less  or  more, 
easy  or  hard,  light  or  laborious,  congenial  or  crossing  and  self- 
denying,  that  do  heartily  as  unto  the  Lord.  For  special  direction 
upon  this  extensive  scale  of  loyal  and  goodly  action,  remember 
the  instructions  of  Jesus  Christ  himself.  You  know  them  ;  hap- 
py are  you  if  you  do  them.  Bind  them  to  your  heart,  incorpor- 
ate them  into  your  life.  Are  you  striving  for  perfection  in  Heaven, 
aim  at  perfection  on  earth.  "Preach  the  word."  "Declare  the 
whole  counsel  of  G  od."     The  God  of  Heaven  has  committed  to  you 


15 

the  Holy  Bible,  that  you  may  teach  its  history,  its  biography,  its 
precepts  and  commands,  its  duties,  its  motives  and  sanctions,    its 
doctrines,  its  law  and  its  gospel,  in  the  exact  sense   of  the  Holy 
Spirit.     As  you  would  be  free  from  the  Divine  requisition  of  the 
blood  of  sinners  at  your  hands — be   saved   from    the   erasure  of 
your  name  from  the  Book  of  Life,  and  from  the  endurance  of  the 
plagues  written  in  the  Scriptures,  neither  withhold,  suppress,   ob- 
scure, add  to,  nor  take  from  the  Word  of  God.     The  minister  has 
great   latitude    for    the   selection  and  treatment  of  subjects,  but 
he  has  no  right  in  the  least  degree  to  vary  the  sense,  the  shade  of 
God's  truth.     He  cannot  do  this  without  obscuring    the  glory    of 
God,  and  the  effulgence  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness — without  en- 
dangering his  own  salvation,  and  the  salvation  of  perishing  men. 
In  this  respect,  be  true  to  Christ,  yourself  and    human   souls. — 
Endeavor  to  make  all  your  hearers  discern  the  objects    of  faith, 
the  transcend  ently  glorious  things  of  God,  the  invisible  things  of 
eternity.     Would  you  have  them  reproved  of  sin,  of  righteous- 
ness and  of  judgment,  born  of  the  word  of  God   and   sanctified 
through  the  truth — would  you  have    them  arrive  at    the  measure 
of  the     stature     of  the  fullness     of  Christ — would  you    have 
them  behold  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the   Lord,    until    they    are 
changed  into  the    same   image   from  glory  to  glory,   as    by    the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  that  they  may  be  kings  and  priests  unto  God, 
to  reign  with  Christ  forever,  cause  them  to    walk  in    the  light   of 
God's   truth,  and  persuade  them  to  love,    believe  and  obey   that 
truth.     Teach  all  men,  as  they  desire  the  favor  of  God,  which   is 
life,  to  obey  him  in  all  things.     He  is  their   supreme  Law-giver. 
One  holy  law  binds  all  creatures  in  allegiance    to   Jehovah — men 
on  earth,  as  well  as  angels  and  saints  in  Heaven.     Insist   by    all 
your  authority  as  the  messenger  of  Christ — by  everything   pre- 
cious in  immortality — by  the  authority  of  the  majesty  of  Heaven, 
that  they  prove  faithful  to  that  allegiance.     Let  all   your  instruc- 
tions in  the  pulpit,  the   Sabbath  school,    Bible   class,  Conference 
room  and  prayer  meetings — by  the  way,  and  in   the    family,   di- 
rectly tend  to  this  glorious  result. 

Maintain  strict  and  thorough  evangelical  discipline  in  the 
church,  that  God's  people  may  be  laborers  together  with  you,  by 
prayer  and  holy  living,  in  making  your  ministry  the  power  of 
God  and  the  wisdom  of  God,  unto  the  salvation  of  the  unconverted 
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souls  of  your  charge.  "Consider  what  I  say;  and  the  Lord  give 
thee  understanding  in  all  things."  "If  thou  put  the  brethren  in 
remembrance  of  these  things,  thou  shalt  be  a  good  minister  of 
Jesus  Christ,  nourished  up  in  the  words  of  faith  and  good  doc- 
trine, whereunto  thou  hast  attained."  "These  things  command  and 
teach."  "Be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers  in  word,  in  conver- 
sation, in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  and  in  purity.  Give  attend- 
ance to  reading,  exhortation  and  doctrine.  Faithfully  improve  the 
gift  that  is  in  thee.  Give  thyself  wholly  to  these  things,  that  thy 
profiting  may  appear  unto  all.  Take  heed  to  thyself  and  to  the 
doctrine.  Continue  in  them,  that  thou  mayest  fulfill  the  ministry 
that  is  given  thee.  Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  in  faith 
and  love  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  That  good  thing  which  is  com- 
mitted unto  thee,  keep  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  dwelleth  in  thee. 
Be  gentle  unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meekness  instruct- 
ing those  that  oppose  themselves  ;  if  God  peradventure  will  give 
them  repentance  to  the  acknowledgement  of  the  truth,  and  that 
they  may  recover  themselves  out  of  the  snare  of  the  Devil,  who 
are  taken  captive  by  him  at  his  will.  Study  to  show  thyself  ap- 
proved unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth."  Come  to  your  people  in  the 
fullness  of  the  love  and  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  Be  free  from  a 
sth%  sterreotypecl,  formal  manner  and  style  in  your  public  per- 
formances. Let  your  mind  ever  be  prolific,  versatile,  elastic — 
capable  of  correctly  treating  every  variety  of  subject  registered 
on  the  sacred  page,  and  presenting  it  in  the  most  appropriate  dress. 
This  is  a  very  rare,  and  yet  a  most  important  and  desirable  qual- 
ification in  the  Herald  of  the  Cross.  Wherever  it  exists,  accom- 
panied by  a  similar  grace  and  fitness  of  manner,  it  invests  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  with  a  charm  and  an  excellence  not  other- 
wise its  own.  For  want  of  these  attainments  in  the  ministry,  and 
more  especially  because  of  qualities  precisely  the  opposite,  myriads 
of  perishing  men  have  turned  away  from  the  Gospel  with  disgust. 
Come,  then,  to  you  people  filled  with  living  truth,  and  let  it  pass 
from  your  lips,  as  though  it  burned  in  your  heart,and  as  though  upon 
it  hung  the  salvation  of  your  hearers,  and  you  will  be  saved  from 
this  too  common  deficiency  in  the  ministerial  office.  Avoid,  as  far 
as  possible,  all  hasty,  hap-hazard,  careless  preparation  for  the  pul- 
pit.    The  logic,  the   philosophy,    and   the   unequaled  beauty   of 
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Scriptural  truth,  are  strikingly  apparent,  when  accurately  conceiv- 
ed, and  correctly  presented  to  the   human  mind.     Such  an  exhi- 
bition of  truth  is  intelligible,  convincing,  instructive  and  solemnly 
impressive.     To  give  it  clearly  and   forcibly,   is  the  object  of  a 
sermon — to  furnish  it  always,  on  all  occasions,  is  the  perfection  of 
sermonizing.     What  then,  is  a  ministers's  duty?     What   would 
be  the  duty  of  a  legal  advocate,  were  he  about  to  argue  a  case  of 
secular  interest  for  his  client  1     Would    it  not  be,  by   accurately 
presenting  the  strong  points  of  the  case,  to  make  the   most   con- 
vincing and  powerful  plea  possible  1     What  then,  is  the  preacher's 
duty,  when  arguing  the  case  of  Jehovah  against  a  rebellious  world, 
or  pleading   with  that  world  to  accept  the  proffered   terms,    and 
sue  for  pardon  %     Is  it  not  always  to  make  the  best  statement  and 
argument  in  his  power  1     Do  not   the   interests   involved- — do 
not  the  violated  rights  of  Heaven  merit  this  ?     Has  not  God  a 
Just  claim  upon  his  ministers,   in    this   sense,  rightly  to  divide 
his  truth,  to  teach  it  in  all  its  parts,  and  as  a  system  correctly 
and  in  the  best  manner  possible  %     There  can  be  but  one  opin- 
ion upon  this  subject.     A  minister's  performances  in  the  pulpit, 
for  accuracy,    intelligibleness  and    convincing   power,  should  as 
much  excel    every  other  similar    performance,  as  the  Heavens 
are  higher  than  the  earth — as  eternal  realities  exceed  in  impor- 
tance the  petty  trifles  of  time.     This  is    the    appropriate  charac- 
ter   of  the    sermons    which  your    divine    commission  requires. 
Therefore,  whenever  you  attempt  this  part  of  ministerial  labor, 
bring  all  your  resources  into  requisition,  and  acquit  yourself  as 
a  servant   of  Jesus  Christ.     For  want  of  this  character  in  dis- 
courses, how  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven    retarded,    and    what  a 
vast  amount  of  ministerial  time  and  talent  sacrificed.     If  all  min- 
isters have  mental  power  and  discipline  adapted  to  sermonizing, 
then  there  is  fearfully   criminal  neglect    somewhere.     Here  is    a 
point  on    which  marked  success  is  very  rare,  and  signal    failure 
very  common.     One  with    an    extensive    acquaintance   with  the 
performances  of  ministerial  duty  in    the  pulpit,    cannot  but  be 
amazed  at  the  present  great  and  lamentable  deficiency  in  this  respect. 
While  you  imitate  Christ  as  the  faithful  and  true  witness,  and 
teach  those  things  which  you  have  heard  of  the  Father,  imitate 
him  also  as  the  Good  Shepherd,  who  cares  for  the   sheep.     Give 
directness,  application  and  efficacy  to  the  instructions  of  the  pul- 
pit, by  the  adoption  and  faithful  maintenance  of  a  wise  and  exten- 
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sive  system  of  pastoral  labor.  Be  the  faithful  pastor,  as  well 
as  the  faithful  teacher.  In  this  respeet,  take  heed  to  the  church, 
and  to  all  the  people  over  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  you 
the  overseer.  Constantly  watch  for  the  souls  of  your  people,  as 
one  that  must  give  account.  In  all  practicable  and  available  ways 
co-operate  with  Christ  in  his  measures  to  present  the  church  com- 
mitted to  your  care,  a  glorious  church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrink- 
le, or  any  such  thing,  but  holy  and  without  blemish  before  him. 
To  this  end,  educate,  and  train  God's  people  to  pray  without  ceas- 
ing— to  be  always  filled  with  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  By  all 
appropriate  means  and  measures,  as  a  vigilant,  assiduous,  labo- 
rious and  faithful  pastor,  strive  to  present  all  your  people  holy, 
and  unblamable,  and  irreproachable  in  the  sight  of  God.  Make 
known  unto  them  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  the  majesty  of  Godli- 
ness. Preach  Christ  to  them ;  warning  every  man,  and  teaching 
e^ery  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  ye  may  present  your  people  per- 
fect in  Christ  Jesus.  Aim  at  nothing  less  than  the  conversion  and 
salvation  of  your  whole  flock.  And  if  Christ  enables  you  thus  to 
labor,  he  will  soon  make  you  instrumental  of  baptizing  this  peo- 
ple with  faith,  and  the  Holy  Ghost — of  bringing  down  the  divine 
Spirit  upon  them,  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grass,  and  as  showers 
that  water  the  earth,  and  of  turning  multitudes  from  the  power  of 
sin  and  Satan  unto  God. 

Finally,  my  son,  endure  afflictions,  and  hardness  as  a  good 
soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  a  state  of  probation,  trials  will  come. 
No  class,  age,  or  station  is  exempt.  Therefore,  expect,  and  pre- 
pare for,  scenes  of  severe  affliction  and  trial.  And  when  the  day 
of  adversity  comes,  preserve  great  uprightness,  by  keeping  your 
heart  with  all  diligence.  Maintain  great  calmness  and  self  pos- 
session— be  resigned  and  trust  in  God,  and  your  trials  will  bring 
you  an  exceeding  weight  of  glory.  Then  let  the  waves  roll  over 
you,  and  let  the  furnace  consume  your  dross.  We  must,  through 
much  tribulation  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Glorified  ■ 
spirits  before  the  throne  have  come  up  out  of  great  tribulation. 
Be  willing  to  suffer  with  Christ,  that  you  may  reign  with  Him. 
Be  faithful  unto  death,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  will  give  you  a  crown 
of  life.  The  Lord  Jesus  be  with  your  Spirit,  and  make  your 
ministry  a  savor  of  life  unto  life  to  myriads  of  perishing  sinners, 
and  then  give  you  an  inheritance  with  them  that  are  wise.  Amen, 
and  Amen. 


FELLOWSHIP  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 


BY  REV.    G.   E.    SANBORNE  OF   GEORGIA. 


While  it  was  with  no  small  degree  of  reluctance  that  I 
consented  to  the  arrangement,  yet  it  is  a  pleasant  duty 
assigned  me  my  Brother,  in  behalf  of  these  Brethren,  and 
through  them  of  the  churches  to  whom  they  minister,  to 
extend  to  you  the  pledge  of  our  fraternal  sympathy  and 
support,  as  you  enter  our  circle  of  fellow-laborers  in  the  cause 
of  our  common  Master.  And  while  I  am  permitted  to  assure 
you  of  a  right  cordial  welcome  by  all  those  with  whom  you 
are  now  to  be  more  particularly  associated,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  that  to  none  is  the  event  of  your  installation  here 
more  agreeable  than  to  me,  —  by  none  could  the  "right  hand 
of  fellowship  'j  be  more  warmly  given.  Your  locality  being 
nearest  me  of  any  in  the  Association,  renders  it  an  item  of 
particular  interest  to  me.  Pleasing  memories  are  revived  of 
our  former  acquaintance.  Those  noble  old  shade  trees  on  the 
Sacred-Hill  in  Andover,  where  together,  in  part,  we  received 
furnishment  for  our  chosen  work,  come  to  mind.  I  have 
therefore  special  joy  in  your  coming  hither,  on  account  of  the 
knowledge  and  esteem  I  had  of  you  there.  I  rejoice  that  the 
hand  of  Providence  has  led  you  to  a  place  where  your  love 
of  poetry  and  nature,  and  your  aesthetic  culture  may  receive  a 
continuous  augment,  from  the  scenery  of  these  lofty  hills  and 
fertile  vales — this  island-dotted  lake,  and  these  winding  streams, 
unsurpassed  in  their  beauty  and  loveliness  any  where  in  New 
England. 

While  all  this  is  personally  grateful  and  of  pleasing  mo- 
ment, yet  I  may  not  linger,  for  more  important  reasons,  and 
considerations  having  a  wider  range,    are  pressing  their  claims 


20 

and  must  be  heard.  You  are  affectionately  welcomed  hy  m 
as  you  enter  this  new  field  of  your  choice  and  adoption, 
because  we  believe  you  will  faithfully  proclaim  the  truth  — 
that  you  will  earnestly  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,  by  opening  and  asserting  the  distinguishing  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel  in  a  calm  and  fearless  manner,  and  thus  "  com- 
mending it  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God." 
We  believe  you  will  give  heed  to  the  charge  you  have  just 
received  from  the  lips  of  your  revered  father  —  that  you  will 
be  full  of  zeal  for  the  honor  of  God,  having  your  knowledge 
always  tempered  with  meekness  —  that,  diligent  in  your  Mas- 
ter's business,  fervent  in  spirit,  you  will  do  effective  service 
in  "  the  battles  of  the  Lord."  We  am  glad  to  receive  you? 
because  we  believe  you  will  use  the  most  truthful  and  per- 
suasive arguments  to  lead  sinners  to  Jesus  — you  will  address 
those  endowed  with  reason,  plying  the  precepts  drawn  from 
the  fair,  open  book  of  Nature  and  the  pages  of  Inspiration. 
We  believe  you  will  condescend  in  things  not  important,  adapt- 
ing yourself  in  conduct  and  reasoning  to  the  varied  circumstances 
of  all  to  whom  you  minister.  You  come  to  this  people,  we  are 
happy  to  testify,  with  no  ordinary  furnishing  for  your  arduous 
yet  blessed  work.  Favored  in  your  early  training,  having  a 
father  who  was  himself  an  ambassador  of  the  Cross,  giving  your- 
self in  an  unusual  degree  to  mental  culture,  and  called  also  to 
instruct  those  considerably  advanced  in  their  educational  course 
—  having  the  satisfaction  of  acquiring  a  maturity  of  manly  and 
intellectual  character,  as  the  result  of  thorough  scholastic  disci- 
pline—  bringing  also  valuable  experience  from  two  full  years  of 
ministerial  and  pastoral  labor,  you  are  prepared  to  meet,  with  no 
futile  or  untried  weapons,  the  enemies  of  the  truth.  We  pledge 
you  whatever  of  aid,  whatever  of  co-operation,  whatever  of  kindly 
sympathy  you  can  ask,  and  we  can  give.  Come  to  us  amid  the 
discouragements,  temptations  and  trials  which  may  at  any  time 
come  upon  you  —  when  oppressed  with  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day  —  when  afflictions  —  the  pruning-knife  of  the  Master  — 
are  sent  to  make  you  more  fruitful  in  the  Lord's  vineyard ;  —  in 
our  hearts  you  shall  find  a  pulsation  assuring  you  we  too  are 
human  —  that  we  are  brothers  all.  Go  then,  my  brother,  and 
while  you  "  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man,"  proclaiming  his 
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indisputable  right  to  be  the  Sovereign  of  worlds,  his  infinitely 
just  and  holy  character,  urge  upon  your  dying  hearers  the  fact 
(in  the  language  of  the  lamented  Spencer)  that  "  the  most  need- 
less of  all  calamities  on  earth  is  the  loss  of  a  poor  sinner's  soul !  " 
Render  your  people  familiar  with  such  names  as  Bethlehem  and 
Bethany,  Nazareth  and  Jerusalem  ;  conduct  them  along  the  path 
where  Joseph  of  Arimathea  bore  the  mangled  body  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  lead  them  down  among  the  bloom  and  roses  of  that 
garden  where  there  ivas  a  sepulchre.  And  then  leading  them 
away  over  Mount  Olivet  to  Bethany,  and  pointing  them  to  the 
glory  that  lingers  around  the  ascension  track  of  the  Redeemer  of 
men,  aim  to  conquer  them  by  the  love  of  God,  and  allure  them 
up  to  brighter  worlds  on  high ;  and  having  brought  them  thither, 
invite  them  to  listen  to  the  mingled  melody  that  comes  floating 
down  from  the  lips  of  saints  and  the  lyres  of  angels. 

We  are  confident  that  you  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
momentous  responsibility  of  the  office  which  you  to-day  resume, 
■and  into  which  we  have  now  installed  you.  You  have  been  (more 
than  once)  reminded  of  the  peculiar  interest  which  attaches  to 
these  solemnities.  It  is  but  a  little  more  than  a  year  since  this 
people  were  assembled  in  this  house  to  pay  the  last  sad  offices  of 
respect  and  affection  to  the  memory  of  one  who  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  had  been  in  and  out  before  them,  breaking 
unto  them  "  the  bread  of  life."  At  the  return  of  the  year  again 
this  place  was  draped  in  mourning,  and  this  stricken  people  were 
here  with  tearful  eyes,  learning  to  repeat  the  prayer  of  Jesus  in 
Iris  agony  —  "  Father,  not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."  Thus  you 
,are  reminded,  my  Brother,  that  the  time  of  your  laboring  for 
your  Master  may  be  short.  An  admonitory  voice  seems  to 
•sound  out  from  these  very  walls  to-day,  saying,  "  whatsoever  thy 
hand  findeth  to  do  do  it  with  thy  might,  for  the  night  cometh." 

It  is  recorded  that  when  the  three  favored  disciples  of  our  Lord 
(Peter,  James  and  John)  "  perceived  the  grace  that  was  given" 
unto  Paul,  they  gave  to  him  "  the  right  hand  of  fellowship." 
These  Brethren,  whom  this  Church  and  Society  have  invited  to 
place  an  under-shepherd  over  them,  believing  that  grace  has  been 
bestowed  upon  you  also,  by  him  "  who  hath  counted  you  worthy, 
putting  you  into  the  ministry" — have  requested  me,  in  their 
behalf,  to  extend  to  you  this   "  right  hand,"  in  token  of  their 
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cordial  approval  of  your  fitness  for  the  work  to  which  you  have 
been  called,  and  the  assurance  of  their  "  fellowship  "  with  you  in 
all  the  painful  trials,  the  wearisome,  self-denying  conflicts,  and 
the  animating  joys  of  the  Christian  ministry. 

Accept  then,  my  brother,  this  pledge,  and  be  courageous  in 
your  work ;  be  strong,  and  hope  unto  the  end,  "  that  you  may 
finish  your  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  you  have 
received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,,  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God."  And  may  you  and  we  at  last  be  welcomed  "  at  His  right 
hand,  where  are  pleasures  forevermore." 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


BY  REV.   C.  H.  KENT  OF  ENOSBUKGH. 


Respected  Brethren  and  Friends  of  this  Church  and  Society : 

As  our  Christian  sympathy  was  called  forth  towards  you,  "by 
your  disappointment  and  affliction  in  the  removal  of  the  pastor 
so  lately  placed  over  you  in  the  Lord ;  so  we  now  cordially  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  mercy  which  you  this  day  receive.  We 
render  thanks  to  God  for  his  renewed  kindness,  and  unite  our 
prayers  with  yours,  that  the  relation  to-day  consummated 
between  you  and  your  pastor,  may  prove  rich  in  blessings  to  you 
and  your  children. 

The  kind  design  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  in  bestowing 
on  you  such  a  gift,  you  cannot  question.  Through  the  inspired 
Apostle,  he  expressly  informs  us  that  apostles,  prophets,  evange- 
lists and  teachers  are  given  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.  Or 
as  the  sense  of  the  original  may  be  more  clearly  expressed,  they 
are  given  in  order  that  the  saints  may  be  completely  fitted  for 
the  service  which  is  required  of  them  in  promoting  the  improve- 
ment or  edification  of  the  church,  which  is  the  body  of  Christ. 
This  is  his  gracious  purpose,  in  granting  you  this  day  the  satis- 
faction of  again  beholding  the  face  of  your  pastor. 

You  have  been  afflicted.  The  Christian  champion  whom,  you 
had  chosen  to  be  your  leader,  you  saw  arrested  by  fatal  disease 
at  his  very  entrance  on  his  pastoral  labors,  and  soon  removed  by 
death ;  and  you  are  thus  admonished  of  your  dependence  on  a. 
power  above  your  own,  for  the  continuance  of  those  mercies,  in 
which  it  is  most  suitable  that  you  should  rejoice.  But  in  all  that 
trial,  the  Almighty  Savior,,  the  Head,  of  the  Churchy  was  never 
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for  a?i  instant  unmindful  of  the  interests  of  that  cause  among  you, 
which  he  lives  to  protect,  and  which  he  loves  better  than  we  do. 
His  discipline  was  intended  for  your  good.  And  as  he  has 
listened  to  your  prayer,  in  uniting  your  hearts  in  choosing  one 
who  is  now  placed  over  you  as  your  spiritual  watchman,  he  still 
keeps  his  eye  on  you  with  most  benevolent  interest,  waiting,  as 
it  were,  to  see  the  happy  result  of  his  faithful  and  kind  care.  Do 
not  let  him  wait  and  look  in  vain.  This  he  will  do,  unless  he  has 
your  earnest  co-operation  in  forwarding  his  benevolent  design. 
For,  let  it  ever  be  remembered  by  you,  that  whatever  blessings 
he  may  send  you,  he  cannot  bless  you  in  the  highest  and  best 
sense,  without  your  own  free  consent  and  co-operation. 

Let  me  ask  vour  attention  for  a  few  moments,  while  as  the 
organ  of  this  Ecclesiastical  Council,  I  suggest  for  your  considera- 
tion a  few  hints  to  aid  you  in  this. 

I  need  not  speak  of  the  importance  of  meeting  punctually  the 
pecuniary  obligations  involved  in  this  relation.  For  your  work 
and  labor  of  love  to  your  late  pastor,  in  that  ye  ministered  to 
him  in  his  affliction  so  cheerfully  and  generously,  is  the  best 
guarantee  that  you  will  show  the  same  diligence  in  ministering  to 
him  who  now  takes  up  the  work  among  you,  from  which  the  first 
was  called  to  his  Heavenly  reward. 

If  you  would  receive  a  blessing  in  your  pastor,  and  under  his 
influence,  confide  in  him.  Give  him  a  generous,  open-hearted 
confidence.  Unless  you  should  be  absolutely  compelled  to 
distrust  him,  (which  may  God  forbid)  let  him  feel  that  you 
confide  in  him  as  a  judicious  and  faithful  expounder  of  the  oracles 
of  God,  and  as  one  who  is  sincerely  bent  on  doing  you  good,  and 
on  fulfilling  among  you  the  work  to  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
has  called  him. 

Respect  his  opinions.  On  all  subjects  of  religious  doctrine  and 
morality,  public  and  private,  they  are  at  least  entitled  to  a  can- 
did and  respectful  consideration.  Should  they  differ  from  yours, 
remember  that  they  are  subjects  of  his  constant  study  ;  while 
your  minds  are  for  the  most  part  otherwise  engrossed ;  and  that 
for  this  reason,  there  will  be  at  Jlrst}  a  probability  that  he  is 
right,  rather  than  you.  Do  not  differ  from  him,  without  cause. 
Be  willing  to  hear  his  reasons,  and  to  judge  candidly,  as  in  the 
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fear  of  God,  with  the  felt  conviction   that  the  exact  truth  is  of 
like  importance  to  you  both,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  truth 
which   you   both  alike  desire  to  advance.      Such  confidence  in 
him,  he  will  prize  above  everything  else  you  can  give  him,  not 
merely  as  a  source  of  present   enjoyment,  but  as  a  means  of 
usefulness.      You  may  lavish  upon  him  your  compliments  and 
your  gifts  ;  but  if  you  treat  him  coldly  in  other  respects,  and 
regard    his    movements    with    suspicion    and   jealousy,    depend 
upon  it,  his  heart  will  be  made  incurably   sad ;    and    that   for 
the    spontaneous    tokens    of  a    generous    confidence   in  him  as 
your  spiritual  guide  and  shepherd,  he   would    gladly    exchange 
every  other  favor  you  can  bestow.      Admit  him  then  to  your 
hearts.     Communicate    freely    with   him  on  your  spiritual  con- 
cerns, and  be  ready  to    co-operate  with   him  in  promoting  the 
spiritual    well-being    of    yourselves,    your    children    and    your 
families,  and  he  will  do  you  good.     Through  him,    thus  loved 
and  confided  in,  rich  blessings  will  come  upon  you.     And  here, 
it  may  not  be  unsuitable  to  suggest,    that,    when    God    makes 
him  the    instrument  of  clearing    up    difficulties   and    doubts  in 
respect  to  doctrine  or  duty,    or   in  opening  to  you  sources  of 
spiritual  comfort  and  joy,  and  giving  you  a  strengthened  hold 
on  God  and  on   the    objects  of   the    unseen    world,    sometimes, 
when  his  heart  is  desponding,  to    hear   this,    in    private    inter- 
course, from  your  own  lips,    not    in    flattery,    but   in   grateful 
acknowledgment  of  God's    goodness    thus    manifested    to    you, 
may  serve  much  to  encourage  and  cheer  him  on  in  his  labors 
of  love. 

On  occasions  like  this,  we  often  hear  much  said  of  the  power 
of  the  Pulpit.  This  is  justly  spoken  of,  as  of  divine  appoint- 
ment. The  most  enlightened  and  liberal-minded  Christians, 
generally  look  to  the  power  of  the  pulpit  as  legitimately  exer- 
cised, as  the  most  important  agency,  in  the  whole  system  of 
means  to  be  employed  by  men  for  the  enlightenment,  conver- 
sion and  salvation  of  the  race.  But  there  is  another  power, 
which,  when  it  coincides  with  this,  renders  it  doubly  efficacious. 
It  is,  however,  often  considered  antagonistic  to  it ;  and  so  far 
as  it  becomes  so  in  reality,  needs  to  be  guarded  against  both 
by  minister  and  people.  It  is  the  power  of  the  pews.  Breth- 
ren and  friends,,  it  is    you  that  wield  the  power  of   the  pews, 
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See  to  it,  that  if  ever  that  power  is  exerted  in  a  different  direc- 
tion from  that  of  the  pulpit,  it  shall  be  clearly  under  the  guid- 
ance of  God's  word,  which,  when  truly  followed,  never  leads 
astray. 

What  is  it  that  you  desire  of  your  minister  1  Is  it  that  he 
should  call  into  requisition  all  his  ingenuity,  learning  and  elo- 
quence, to  persuade  you  that  you  are  right,  whether  it  be  so  or 
not  %  Or  is  it,  that  as  one  that  fears  God,  and  believes  and  loves 
his  truth,  he  should  bring  before  you  that  truth,  vindicate  it  to 
your  understandings,  and  apply  it  to  your  consciences  with  all  the 
clearness  and  power  he  is  master  of,  in  order  that  by  it  you  may 
be  sanctified  and  saved  1  If  this  last  is  what  you  desire,  as  you 
doubtless  profess,  never  wish  that  the  power  of  the  pews  should 
be  felt  by  your  minister  as  a  restraint  to  his  free  utterance  of 
God's  truth,  as  earnest  and  prayerful  study  through  the  help  of 
the  Divine  Spirit,  shall  enable  him  to  draw  it  forth,  fresh  from 
the  divine  word,  the  fountain  of  truth. 

If  you  would  profit  by  the  ministry,  you  must  attend  on  it. 
This  is  pre-eminently  the  place,  where  your  pastor  is  to  labor  for 
you  and  with  you.  We  hope  you  will  welcome  and  prize  his 
labors  elsewhere,  as  in  the  prayer-meeting,  and  conference-room, 
and  in  his  pastoral  visits  in  your  families.  But  these  you  can 
individually  enjoy  but  seldom.  Here  is  the  place  where  he  is 
appointed  to  meet  you  often.  And  here  it  will  be  your  duty  and 
privilege  to  come  and  find  him,  twice  every  Sabbath  day.  Let 
not  your  places  here  be  unnecessarily  vacant.  If  you  are  wise  in 
making  the  effort  you  do  to  sustain  the  gospel  ministry,  it  cannot 
be  wise  to  allow  yourselves  to  be  lightly  diverted  from  attending 
on  it.  If  the  ministry  is  worth  what  it  costs,  it  is  certainly  wor- 
thy of  a  diligent  and  punctual  attendance. 

But  this  is  not  all.  If  the  ministry  shall  prove  a  blessing  to 
you,  you  must  not  only  take  heed  to  hear,  but  also  take  heed  how 
you  hear.  Guard  against  fastidiousness  in  hearing  the  word  of 
God.  Come  not  into  this  sacred  temple  on  the  day  which  God 
has  appointed  to  receive  the  humble  worship  of  his  creatures, 
with  a  spirit  of  fault-finding.  It  will  shut  out  from  the  soul  every 
spiritual  blessing.  A  proper  sense  of  the  importance  of  truth, 
and  of  the  reverence  that  is  due  to  God's  house  and  worship, 
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should  effectually  suppress  all  such  tendencies.     On  the  other 
hand,  when  you  come  here,  come  to  be  benefited.     Come,  to  learn 
of  God's  holy  and  benevolent  character,  and  of  his  blessed  will. 
Come,  to  obtain  clearer  and  more  impressive  views  of  those  eter- 
nal realities,  which  the  gospel  unfolds.     Come,  to  learn  your 
duty,  and  to  receive   that  holy   excitement  for  its  performance, 
which  the  truth  of  God,  through  his  Spirit,  awakens.     Come,  that 
you  may  be  more  and  more  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  re- 
demption,  through  the  divine,  incarnate,   dying,   atoning  Savior. 
Come,  that  you  may  learn  his  spirit ;   that  you   may  imbibe  it, 
and  learn  to  exemplify  it,  in  all  your  outward  developments  of 
character.     Come  here  with  a  serious  mind,  feeling  the  responsi- 
bility which  the  preached  gospel  always  brings  upon  those  who 
«njoy  it.     Remember  that  your  minister  stands  to  you  in  the 
place  of  Christ's  ambassador.     When  he  is  faithful  to  the  spirit 
and  instructions  of  Christ,  in  receiving  him,   you  receive  his  Mas- 
ter, and  that  Master  will  regard  your  rejection  of  him   as  a  dis- 
honor done  to  himself.     W  hen  his  preaching  is  agreeable  to   the 
written  word  of  God,  he  will  bring  you,  from  time  to  time,  mes- 
sages from  Christ.     We  beseech  you  to  receive  them  as  such,  and 
to  receive  and  treat  him  as  the  commissioned  ambassador  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the   King  of  Kings,  and  as  as  an  under-shepherd 
whom  the  Great  Shepherd,  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the  sheep, 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  place  over  you,  for  your  guidance 
and  help  in  the  way  to  eternal  life. 

And  may  God  grant,  that  under  his  ministry  you  may  go  in 
and  out,  and  find  pasture  in  the  green  fields,  which  Christ  prepares 
for  his  chosen ;  that  you  may  walk  beside  the  still  and  clear 
waters  of  salvation,  may  thus  be  fitted  for  the  society  and  joys  of 
heaven,  and  thus  have  occasion  to  bless  God  forever,  for  the 
happy  transactions  of  this  day. 


